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Toward Q2 eNews

Anna Bligh MP, Premier of Queensland December 2008

Toward Q2: Update

Since the launch of Q2 in September thousands of Queenslanders have
shared their ideas about how to make tomorrow's Queensland all that it
is today - only better.

The inspiring ideas submitted through the Q2 forums show the commitment
that individuals, workplaces, businesses and communities have to building a
strong, smart, healthy, green and fair Queensland.

I'm delighted to report that my Government has already acted on several of the
ideas and I've listed some of these achievements below. | look forward to
giving you further progress reports on these and other initiatives as we

head Toward Q2.

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday season and a prosperous New Year.

Building healthy communities

One of my Government's ambitions is to make
Queenslanders Australia's healthiest people. The
future prosperity and wellbeing of our state relies
on our people and that means we need healthy
communities and a healthy workforce.

One of the ways we are encouraging people to be
healthier is through the Healthy Queensland Awards, a
statewide competition in partnership with Keep Australia
Beautiful, to find Queensland’s healthiest community, school and workplace.

Download the guidelines or register your interest by visiting the Healthy
Queensland Awards website. Entries close on 27 March 2009.

Volunteering made easier

One of our 2020 ambitions is to increase by 50
percent the proportion of Queenslanders involved in
volunteer activities. One of the Q2 forum ideas
submitted about volunteering was the 'Golden Gurus®

—— = .= senior citizens mentoring program devised by Ernie
Peralta. We are now working to make this idea a
reality.

Another concept, the '‘Community Business Volunteer
Register' proposed by Bendigo Bank encourages businesses to give up a few
hours each week to offer their services for free in the local community or to



donate their expertise where it is needed.

Businesses can register their details on the Volunteering Queensland website.
Regional staff from the Department of Local Government, Sport and Recreation
will act as a point of contact between businesses and communities. The
Queensland Government will provide $30 000 to support these initiatives.

Young people encouraged to give volunteering a go

The statewide 'Experience Volunteering' campaign
is aimed at encouraging more young people to
experience the benefits of volunteering.

Already, about one-third of young Queenslanders aged
18 to 24 are making a difference as volunteers. However
it would be wonderful to have more young people offer
their skills, energy and ideas to benefit their
communities.

This is a great time to get involved with many organisations looking for help
over the holiday period. For more information visit the Get Involved website or
to find local volunteering opportunities contact Volunteering Queensland on
(07) 3002 7600.

Growing Liveable Regions

The Growing Liveable Regions initiative focuses on
things like business and investment attraction,
attracting and training skilled migrants,
encouraging innovation in high growth regions and
sustainable planning for growth.

My Government recently released a strategy for Cairns,
the first of five strategies being developed for the high
growth areas of Cairns, Townsville, Mackay/Whitsundays,
Rockhampton/Gladstone and Wide Bay. The strategies are aimed at ensuring
development is planned in a sustainable manner to protect the lifestyle of our
regions.

How you can make a difference

There are simple things you can do at home, in your
workplace and schools to build a better
Queensland. Some ideas include:

® double-sided printing on recycled paper

® swap a car ride for a trip on a bus, train or ferry
® meet a neighbour for a walk around the block

® turn off lights at work when you leave

® volunteer at a community organisation

® become climate smart

Share your ideas



What can we do individually, as communities and as a state to put
Queensland out in front?

Share your ideas:

® Online: Share your ideas form
® By phone: 1800 082 105
® By mail: Policy Development Office, PO Box 15185, City East QLD 4002
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